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FEBRUARY MEETING, 1882. 

The stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 9th instant, 
at the usual hour and place ; the President in the chair. 

It was announced that the Recording Secretary had gone 
from home and would probably be absent several months, 
whereupon the Society elected the Rev. Edward G. Porter, 
Recording Secretary pro tempore^ and he read the record of 
the previous meeting, which was adopted. 

The Librarian reported the monthly list of donors to the 
Library. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter from the Mar- 
quis de Rochambeau, acknowledging his transfer to the class 
of Honorary Members. He reported also that Mr. John C. 
Phillips and the Hon. E. B. Washburne had accepted their 
several elections as Resident and Honorary Members. 

The President then spoke as follows : — 

We had all devoutly hoped, I need not say, Gentlemen, 
that the cloud which has so often overshadowed our meetings 
of late had passed over, at least for a time. But it follows 
us still. 

Had not our late venerable friend, Professor Theophilus 
Parsons, withdrawn from our Society, on account of his in- 
firmities, a few years ago, we should be called on to-day to 
bear testimony to his abilities and accomplishments, and to 
the value of his co-operation with us during a membership 
of twenty years. As it is, we cannot forget him. And the 
still* more recent death of Dr. Bellows, of New York, — 
whose labors at the head of the Sanitary Commission during 
the war have entitled him to a most grateful remembrance, 
quite beyond the sphere of his long and devoted pastorate, — 
has touched many of us not less than if he had been one of 
our immediate number. 

But our own Resident roll has not escaped from another 
sad loss. A few days only had elapsed after our last monthly 
meeting, and the tributes we had just paid to our lamented 
associates, Mr. Goddard and Mr. Dana, were still fresh in 
the public journals, when tidings reached us from Worcester 
that the late Governor Bullock had been struck by a sudden 
illness which had proved fatal. We owe a kind word to his 
memory, though, on my own part, it shall be a brief one. 
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A graduate of Amherst College, and afterward of our Har- 
vard Law School, with large natural gifts, and with not a 
little various acquirement, he entered early on a career of use- 
fulness and distinction. As Mayor of the city in which he 
resided, as a member successively of both branches of our 
State Legislature, and Speaker of one of them, and finally 
as Governor of Massachusetts for three years, after the re- 
tirement of Governor Andrew, he rendered conspicuous and 
valuable service to his native Commonwealth. 

Of later years, his taste for public employment seemed to 
have been satiated. It may be that some foreshadowings of 
the shock which has now so suddenly prostrated him had 
warned him of the danger of encountering longer the respon- 
sibilities and excitements of political life. At all events 
he avoided them, declining all candidacies, and even refusing, 
as is well known, the highest diplomatic appointment abroad. 

Such a withdrawal, by a man of public spirit, of indepen- 
dent circumstances, and of eminently patriotic impulses, as 
he certainly was, could plainly have resulted from no caprice, 
fastidiousness, or apathy, but must have been dictated by 
considerations of which he alone was conscious, and of which 
he was the only rightful judge. 

Meantime he travelled extensively in foreign lands. He 
delivered occasional addresses at the call of his Alma Mater 
and of others, and he was always recognized as one of our 
most accomplished and impressive orators. His address be- 
fore the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association, 
and his eulogy on President Lincoln, at Worcester, in 1865, 
were especially notable. His more recent effort at New 
York, at the unveiling of a statue of the great statesman 
whose name he was proud to bear, was forcible and bril- 
liant. And the paper which he prepared and read for the 
Annual Report of the American Antiquarian Society last 
year, on the Centennial Anniversary of the Constitution of 
Massachusetts, was exhaustive and admirable. 

At our own meetings, during the six or seven years of his 
membership, his attendance was less frequent than we could 
have wished, for there was a frankness and cordiality in his 
disposition and manners which made him a peculiarly attrac- 
tive and welcome associate. Many of us will miss him as a 
valued personal friend, and none of us can fail to lament his 
death as a public loss. Born on the 1st of March, 1816, he 
had not quite completed his sixty-sixth year. 

I am authorized and instructed by the Council to submit 
the following Resolution : — 
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Resolved^ That the Massachusetts Historical Society has 
learned with sincere regret of the death of our late distin- 
guished associate, Alexander Hamilton Bullock, a former 
Governor of the Commonwealth, and that Judge Devens be 
appointed to prepare a Memoir of him for our Proceedings. 

The Eesolution was adopted. 

Dr. Geokge E. Ellis, referring to his remarks at the last 
meeting, in reference to an expected communication from our 
late associate, Mr. Delano A. Goddard, said that a mistake 
had been made in Mr. Goddard's chapter, '' The Pulpit, 
Press, and Literature of the Revolution," in the third volume 
of the " Memorial History of Boston," through the inadver- 
tence of an amanuensis in transposing paragraphs in the print- 
er's copy, whereby the relations between the Rev. Dr. Walter 
and his assistant at Trinity Church, Dr. Parker, had been 
confused. This error will be corrected in the next edition of 
the History. 

As is well known, Dr. Walter was the rector of Trinity 
at the time of the Revolution. He was born in Roxbury, 
Oct. 7, 1737, graduated from Harvard College in 1756, 
and was ordained in London in 1764. He became, on his 
return to this country a few months afterward, assistant 
to Mr. Hooper in Trinity Church; and on Mr. Hooper's 
death, in 1767, succeeded to the rectorship. After the Rev- 
olution Dr. Walter, who had removed to Nova Scotia, was 
invited to Christ Church in Boston, and to the parish of the 
same name in Cambridge. He became the rector of the for- 
mer in May, 1792, and died Dec. 5, 1800. 

Dr. Parker was a younger man by about seven years, and 
a graduate of the class of 1764. Having been invited to be- 
come Dr. Walter's assistant at Trinity, he obtained orders in 
England in 1774, and entered upon his duties in November 
of that year. He afterward was elected Bishop of the East- 
ern Diocese, and was consecrated, but death prevented his 
performing any episcopal duty. 

A descendant of Dr. Walter, Mrs. Cornelia Walter Rich- 
ards, had called Mr. Goddard's attention to the error, and had 
sent him three letters of her ancestor, with some extracts 
from the records of his Shelburne parish. Mr. Goddard had 
taken careful copies of these papers and had expressed an in- 
tention to communicate them to the Society. As they are 
interesting in themselves and honorable to Dr. Walter, -they 
are here printed after collation with the originals. The 
spelling has been modified to conform with modern usage. 
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June 27 [1778], Sunday Evening. 

Dear Sir, — Since I had the pleasure of seeing you in Boston I 
have occasionally had in mind the connection that is likely to subsist 
between us, the time it will probably last, and the effects that will 
reasonably follow from it. Being just now impressed with a sense of 
these matters, I take my pen to begin that Correspondence and cordial 
affection whose beginning we are assured of, but whose termination 
my hope and sincerest prayer to Heaven is may never be known. 

Yes, sir, I think it likely that after your next visit among us the 
invitation I mentioned will be made you in form. The principals of 
my congregation, to whom I have named you as an assistant, are 
pleased with [the] proposal. We have fallen on a plan to increase 
the fund by a farther subscription to £1,500 sterling, which will yield 
an interest of £90 per annum, to which will be wanted only an addi- 
tion of £20 per annum from the congregation, which it is supposed will 
be easily obtained. 

We shall then, sir, be not only fellow countrymen and Christians, 
but, upon your return ^'om England, brother clergymen and associate 
ministers in the same church, and, judging from our age, so like to con- 
tinue for a long course of years. In so near a connection (as in the mar- 
ried life) there can scarce be a simple indifference ; we must either love 
or hate one another cordially, I'he bare distant supposition of the pos- 
sibility of the latter fills me with anxiety because of that miserable train 
of consequences which must inevitably follow, while I build the most 
flattering expectations from the other ; and therefore I hasten by this 
epistle, as I said, to begin on my part a friendship of no common kind. 
Our business and views in our sacred ministrations will be one, the im- 
provement and happiness of the people committed to our care. As we 
shall thus be of one mind, let us also be of one heart. At present I see 
nothing to prevent it; on the contrary, every incident conspiring to 
realize our warmest wishes. Whatever can tend to improve so desir- 
able a purpose let us diligently cultivate, not only for our private sat- 
isfaction, but for our greater public usefulness ; one method of which is 
a free and unreserved communication of sentiments. You have before 
you a sample of my inclinations on this head, and such as I propose to 
continue as my occasions will permit, till the happy hour arrives when 
our personal connection will put an end to our literary correspondence. 

If as an elder brother, and with nine years' experience in the min- 
isterial life, I have accumulated any knowledge that can be of service 
to you, it is at your disposal. Our brother Troutbeck is determined 
to communicate some of his to you whether you ask it or not. He 
thinks it wrong to bring a young gentleman into the church without 
acquainting [him] what evils he has to encounter. Prepare, therefore, 
to hear them. What is determined with respect to the church in Ports- 
mouth ? Is anybody thought of for a successor to Mr. B[rowne] ? 

My compliments to your good family, and believe me always, dear 
sir, your friend and servant, 

W. Walter. 

[Addressed i\ Mr. Samuel Parker, Jr., Portsmouth. 
Indorsed :] Rev. Mr. Walter's Letter, dated June 27, 1773. 

30 
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Boston, July 12, 1773. 

Dear Sir, — Your very affectionate and obliging letter was handed 
to me by my very good neighbor and fi'iend, Mr. Quincy. In it there 
are several things which I must take the liberty of remarking upon, — 
your apprehension of the ministerial life and your own abilities, the 
comparative excellence of the assistancy offered you in the two churches 
at Boston, and the determination of the gentlemen of Portsmouth con- 
cerning the mode of supplying their vacant church. The first of these 
I will refer to a future consideration ; upon the last I shall only observe 
that £60 sterling from themselves is such a pittance as surprises me. 
They judge very rightly of the society. There can be no doubt but, 
upon the Governor's request, that venerable body will continue a part 
of the mission. But supposing £40 is continued, what temptation is 
£100 for a gentleman of abilities to settle among them? And surely 
other than a gentleman of superior abilities, they wish not to see in the 
church of Portsmouth, the metropolitical church of the whole province. 
Had they generously voted £100, and the society would have increased 
it to £140, they would, in my opinion, have done themselves honor, and 
would soon reap the reward of their liberality in the excellence of their 
rector. But this in confidence. Let me now pass to the principal 
subject of this letter, the comparative eligibility of the two vacant assist- 
ancies in this town. Prior to any reasoning upon which let me make 
two observations : First, that it is hardly generous in Dr. Caner to be 
interfering in my negotiations when I carefully avoided every appear- 
ance of it in his. Second, that I might equitably hold you to your 
honorary engagements made when you was here, that, if our gentle- 
men would exert themselves to make you a tender of £110 sterling 
per year, you should esteem it a temptation, and would settle among 
us. But, waiving all this, let us consider the two places as equally 
offered you, and on equal terms. The way by which your judgment 
would be formed, I conceive, will be by considering which is attended 
with most ease, most honor ^ and most proJlL That amiable consider- 
ation which ought materially to influence a clergyman^s mind, "In 
which can I do most good ? " can have no place here, because I suppose 
it among the things that are equal. 

If, then, you inquire which is the easiest station (and I know not 
any man that would choose a place merely because of its difficulty), 
you cannot be long in hesitation, because with Dr. Caner you must 
take all his parochial duty, — the weekly prayers, visiting the sick, 
burying the dead, and this constantly ; at Trinity you have neither, 
unless occasionally, when the rector is sick or absent. 

If you look next for honor, you will not remain long doubtful after 
asking yourself, Is there more honor in a dependent or independent 
state ; a constant employ in the higher offices of the ministry, or the 
lower ; in preaching, or in funerals ? 

Where, then, is the greatest profit ? Here we must take in the pres- 
ent pay and the future prospect. At the first blush it might seem in 
favor of the chapel, because of the greater probability of succeeding to 
a clergyman grown old and feeble in the service of his Maker, But 
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are not appearances deceitful ? Is the living equal ? Do they offer 
you £110? Suppose they do, is there no uncertainty in some part of 
it? If it is partly to arise from a chaplaincy, may not that fail? Or 
if not, why may you not hope, by the influence of your friends, to 
have that with us in addition to your £110? The possibility of this, 
with your other income subject to no uncertainty, in my apprehension 
makes the settlement with us clearly preferable at present. And as 
to futurity, who can tell how long Dr. Caner may continue ; and at his 
death is the assistant certain of succeeding to the rectory ? Tbis must 
depend on the election of the proprietors when their church is vacant, 
and will be determined by their opinion of a man's abilities and good 
behavior. Why, then, may you not expect to be elected from the 
assistancy of Trinity Church as well as their own ? The difference is 
small and immaterial, and as to all other vacancies the prospect of 
invitation is certainly just equal. 

I conclude, then, as before, that the settlement with us is the most 
eligible for a young gentleman. I may be prejudiced in favor of my 
own church; my prejudices, however, are not unsupported. And if 
the bias of your inclination is toward Trinity, it is a bias not fanciful 
but rational. I will not blame Dr. Caner for saying what he can in 
favor of his own offer. I commend you for taking both into consider- 
ation. But I should think myself a very cool and indifferent negoti- 
ator, if I did not present everything to my friend that I thought could 
have a tendency to make him yield to my virtuous wishes and the 
laudable exertions of my flock. And I will hope that the time is not 
far off when you will be agreeably established among us. Whether 
you are here at Commencement or in August will be perfectly imma- 
terial to our gentlemen ; whichever is preferable to you will be most 
pleasing to us, and particularly to, dear sir, 

Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

W. Walter. 

[Indorsed :] Rev. Mr. Walter's Letter, July 12, 1773. 



July 19, 1773. 

Dear Sir, — Not having been favored with an answer to my last, 
I have only to pursue the plan which I there prescribed to myself, and 
in this letter speak of the ministerial office which you very justly call 
" an important one," and seem to doubt of your abilities to execute. 

It is indeed an important office ; no less than that of pointing out to 
men the way that leads to their eternal happiness, and assisting them 
in it skilfully and diligently ; and requires in him who undertakes it a 
competent knowledge of the divine will, however manifested, whether 
in the works of nature or the volumes of revelation, a capacity of ex- 
plaining that will even to the meanest parishioner, and a zeal in enfor- 
cing the various parts of it, whether doctrinal or preceptive, upon the 
minds and consciences of his hearers proportionate to the value of that 
in them which is immortal, accompanied with prudence in the delivery 
of his prescriptions, whether for reforming the sinner or improving the 
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saint, and a life exemplifying all that he recommends to others, without 
which all his well- wrought discourses will be like the perfumes of the 
apothecary, poisoned with the infection of dead flies, more likely to 
injure than benefit ; for, in spite of ourselves, men will judge of our 
doctrines by our lives. And, moreover, upon the sedulous discharge 
of the numerous duties of this office when adopted, depends our repu- 
tation in this world and our happiness in the next, — a thought which, 
at first occurrence, might fill a modest mind with diffidence and dread, 
and incline him to determine on some humbler station where he might 
pass his life, if possible, unnoticed, at all events unanswerable for the 
conduct of those that are around him. But are we born for ourselves 
only ? Reason and revelation both affirm the contrary. Shall we, 
then, decline a path in which we may be extremely useful because it 
is extremely difficult, or through fear of our abilities ? Not for the 
former reason : the post of danger is the post of honor ; the latter, 
where well founded, is indeed a just exception. But let us remember 
that God hath not given to all men equal abilities, but divided to every 
man severally as he wills ; nor hath he required in the stewards of his 
mysteries universally the richest gifts and graces ; if he had, he would 
have prescribed other methods than he has for the supplial of his 
church. There is, therefore, no room for fear in him who is tolerably 
endowed. The principal requisite in such an one is a sincere dispo- 
sition to be useful; in a word, to do all the good he possibly can. 
Without this he is not moved^ as the ordination-office requires, of the 
Holy Ghost; but with this he certainly is, and, being regularly invited, 
may give himself freely to it, not doubting but he who has called him 
will give him sufficient ability, and having begun this good work in 
him will carry it on to perfection. 

Were your endowments, therefore, either natural or acquired, in- 
ferior to what they are, I see no necessity for your declining on this 
account the invitation which Providence is now throwing in your Wc;y. 
And when they are, by the confession of your intimates who must be 
allowed to be the fittest judges, above the common level, you have still 
less reason to hesitate or be diffident. When, indeed, we contemplate 
those worthies who have trod the stage betore us, it is almost impos- 
sible for us not to succumb. But let us remember that there was a 
time when such names as Tillotson, Sherlock, Clarke, could not write 
or reason better than you or I. Aiid as we know not to what height, 
by assiduous cultivation of our powers, we also may rise, let this en- 
courage us ; and though we fall short of them, it is contending tor 
a glorious prize; and in arduous pursuits there is some merit in 
attempting. 

I am always yours most affectionately, 

W. Walter. 

[Indorsed:] Eev. Mr. Walter's Letter, July 19, 1773. 
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Extract from the Records of the united Parishes of St, George and St, 
Patrick, Shelburne, Nova Scotia, made hy the Reverend Dr, White, 
Jan, 31, 1874. 

At a meeting of the vestry of the Parish of St. George, held at the 
house of the Reverend Dr. Walter, in Charlotte Lane, Shelburne, on 
Thursday evening, March 31, 1791. 

Present i 

The Reverend Dr. Walter, Rector ; Mr. Skinner, Mr. Combauld, 
Church Wardens; Mr. Bruce, Mr. Braine, Mr. Cox, Mr. Collins, 
Captain McKinnon, Mr. Springall, Mr. Brinley, Vestrymen. The 
Reverend Rector was pleased to open the business of the vestry with 
the following speech, notifying the necessity he was under of quitting 
this Province, and removing with his family therefrom in a short 
time : — 

To the Wardens and Vestry of St. George^ s Parish,^ in Shelburne, 
Nova Scotia, 

Gentlemen, — I have requested your attendance at this time to 
acquaint you that my affairs in the States are become, by the decease 
of my nearest relatives in that country, so numerous and involved that 
I must, for the benefit of my family, either make yearly visits or re- 
move there altogether. Annual visits are attended with so many diffi- 
culties, besides the risk and loss of time, that I have at length determined 
on the alternative ; and however painful it may be to thmk of leaving 
a people I have so long resided among, I am necessitated to inform 
you that I expect shortly to remove with my family, and that relation 
will cease which has many years so happily subsisted between us. To 
the care of my fellow missionary I must, then, commend you ; and 
while I rejoice that there is here another clergyman who will cheer- 
fully render you every pastoral service, it is no small addition to my 
pleasure to behold you settled in a regular parochial state, forming, 
when united with your brethren of the other parish, without doubt, the 
second Episcopal society in the Province, enjoying all the ordinances 
of our most holy religion in great perfection, and possessing a most 
respectable church to assemble in for public worship. To reflect that 
I have been but distantly instrumental in bringing you to this happy 
state, and in procuring from two of my very valuable friends in Lon- 
don so handsome a set of books for the reading-desk, and so elegant a 
service of plate for the communion table, is among my highest gratifi- 
cations. In what manner I have served among you in the ministry 
upwards of seven years, next to that sovereign Being before whose 
omniscient eye all things are open, you are my judges. 

The kind attention which I have received from my parishioners in 
general, and from you, gentlemen, in particular, demands my most grate- 
ful acknowledgments, and I beg you to accept them as offered in great 
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sincerity. And though I shall shortly have no farther duty to perform 
in this place, my regards will always remain, nor shall I cease to bend 
my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, that he will grant 
you to abound in i\i2k.t faith and love wherein you have been instructed, 
— \\\2ii faith in Christ to which remission of sins is promised, and that 
love to God which, when perfected by the love of our neighbor, is an 
assurance of future glory. May I request the continuance of your 
prayers for me, though absent ? And by our mutual solicitations at the 
throne of grace may we attain to a lively hope that, though now for a 
short time separated, we shall meet again in a better world, where we 
shall enjoy the happy fruits of each others' affection, and pass our 
eternity in the delightful service of that God whom we have so often 
worshipped together in his temple here below. 

W. Walter, 

Rector of St. George's Parish. 
Shelburne, 31st March, 1791. 

On the Monday following, April 4, 1791, the wardens and vestry 
waited on the Reverend Dr. Walter and presented an answer to his 
farewell address : — 

To the Reverend William Walter^ D.D., Rector of the Parish of St. 
George, in Shelburne. 

E/EVEREND Sir, — We, the church wardens and vestry of your 
parish, impressed with a lively sense of the very solemn and affecting 
manner in which you have been pleased to notify to us the indispen- 
sable necessity you are under of shortly removing with your family 
from this place, beg leave to assure you we most sincerely lament that 
the relation which hath for many years so happily subsisted between us 
must so soon cease. Permit us, reverend sir, on this occasion to offer 
you our most grateful acknowledgments for the numerous instances of 
pastoral affection which your parishioners have experienced during 
your ministry, and especially for the munificent presents of a set of books 
for the reading desk, and the elegant service of plate for the altar, 
which, through your interest with your very valuable friends in Lon- 
don, have been made to our church. And as it must naturally afford 
you the truest satisfaction that we possess a most respectable church 
to assemble in for Divine worship, it is an additional object of our 
gratitude, that to your benevolent exertions, united with those of your 
worthy brother missionary, we, in a great degree, owe this blessing. 
The manner in which you have served among us in the ministry for 
upwards of seven years, while it entitles you to our warmest praise, 
will not fail of making a lasting impression on our remembrance. And 
it gives us the most sincere satisfaction to find that the attentions which 
your parishioners in general have had it in their power to pay you, 
though far short of their wishes, are honored with the testimony you 
have thus publicly granted them of your approbation. In the moment 
of taking our affectionate leave we shall not cease, reverend sir, to offer 
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up our vows to the Almighty, whose faithful minister you are, for your 
safe passage, and that every blessing [may attend] you and your amiable 
family here and hereafter. And we presume to add our persuasion, 
that, as you will long preserve a chief place in our memory, we shall 
not want your prayers for the welfare and prosperity of Shelburne, and 
of the members of that church who have been so often spiritually bene- 
fited by your pious instructions. 

We have the honor to be, with the most affectionate esteem and 
respect, reverend sir, your most faithful, obliged, and devoted humble 
servants. 

Signed, I I'-gJ^^^^^^^^^ Church Wardens. 

Ranald McKinnon, Jas. Bruce, Thomas Braine, Sam'l Camp- 
bell, Jas. Cox, Lynde Walter, Jas. Collins, Rich'd Hall. 

Dr. Ellis exhibited, with the documents relating to its 
transfer to this country, and to his own possession of it, a 
massive silver-gilt " loving cup," given to the Corporation 
of our mother town of Boston, Lincolnshire, England, by 
Richard Bell, Mayor, 1745, and so inscribed, with shield of 
arms, &c. This cup, with some other pieces of the civic 
plate, was sold at auction by the Corporation in 1837. It 
was purchased by Mr. Daniel Jackson, and by him be- 
queathed to his son, Mr. George Jackson, after whose death, 
May 22, 1881, it was again purchasable. A nephew of Dr. 
Ellis, Mr. Arthur B. Ellis, of this city, while in Boston last 
summer, purchased it in behalf of his uncle. Dr. Ellis an- 
nounced his intention to present this cup to the St. Botolph 
Club in this city, on the stipulated condition, to be entered 
on our records, that if ever the club was disbanded or its 
assets dispersed, the cup should be transferred to this Society.* 

The President then introduced the following letter from 
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, in reference to the 
collection of Franklin Papers, offered for sale to the United 
States government, by Mr. Stevens, of London : — 

It has long been known that a very large collection of the 
original papers of Benjamin Franklin is in the possession of 
our Corresponding Member, Mr. Henry Stevens, of late years 
residing in London. They have always been understood to 
be held by him at a large price, but the examination of the 
papers has abundantly proved that they were worth all that 
was demanded for them. 

• See the action of the St Botolph Club, below, p. 265. — Eds. 
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Recent overtures for their purchase having been made to 
our national government, the late Secretary of State, Mr. 
Blaine, with the authority of President Garfield, sent the 
Librarian of the State Department, Mr. Theodore F. D wight, 
to London last spring to make careful examination of the 
papers and report upon them in detail. 

This report is now printed, and contains a careful list of 
2,938 documents and papers, of which 2,310 have never been 
printed ; while in the 628 which had been printed many in- 
accuracies and omissions were discovered. 

There seems now to be a general feeling that this collec- 
tion of the original papers of Franklin, connected as they are 
with his negotiations and long services abroad, ought to be 
in our national archives, with those of Washington, Jeffer- 
son, Madison, and Hamilton. 

And I have here a letter from the Pennsylvania Historical 
Society, urging upon this Society to co-operate with them in 
recommending the necessary appropriation by Congress. 
The State of Franklin's birth and that of his long residence 
may well concur in taking the lead on the subject. 

The letter is as follows : — 



The Historical Society of Pennsylvania, No. 820 Spruce Street, 

Philadelphia, Jan. 25, 1882. 

Dear Sir, — At a meeting of the Council of the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania, on the 23d instant, the following resolutions were 
unanimously adopted : — 

Whereas, the Historical Society of Pennsylvania has learned that 
the collection of manuscripts, newspapers, almanacs, books, &c., re- 
lating to Benjamin Franklin, now owned by Mr. Henry Stevens, of 
London, has been offered to the government of the United States 
for the sum of $35,000 ; and 

Whereas, having regard to the completeness of the collection, 
the impossibility of duplicating it, and the fact that it contains mate- 
rial of the utmost importance with reference to some of the most in- 
teresting periods of the history of this country, the price demanded 
for it does not appear to be unreasonable ; therefore 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Society, if the Govern- 
ment shall neglect to take advantage of this opportunity, which is not 
likely to recur, it will have failed in the performance of a manifest 
duty ; and 

Resolved^ That Congress be earnestly advised and urged to take 
Buch measures, and make such appropriations at once as may be 
necessary, in order to secure the collection. 
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I was instructed to communicate this fact to the Historical Society 
of Massachusetts, in the hope that that body might unite with us in 
making this appeal to our government on behalf of an object of so 
great importance and such common interest. 

I have the honor, Sir, to be, very respectfully yours, 

Gregory B. Keen, 
Cor. Sec. Hist. Soc. Penn., and Sec. of Council, 

To the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, Esq., LL. D., 
President Hist. Soc. Mass., ^c, ^c. 

Mr. WiNSOR offered the following preamble and resolution, 
which were unanimously adopted : — 

Whereas^ the Historical Society of Pennsylvania has for- 
warded to this Society a copy of its record of action in regard 
to the purchase of the Franklin Papers ; and 

Whereas^ a concerted action seems to us proper, therefore 
Resolved., That the Massachusetts Historical Society, hav- 
ing a great concern for the acquisition and preservation 
among the national archives of the precious records of the 
early history of this Republic contained in the papers of Ben- 
jamin Franklin, now offered for sale by Henry Stevens, of 
London, urgently recommend that the necessary appropri- 
ation be made by Congress for their purchase. 

Mr. George S. Hale called attention to a recent pam- 
phlet presented by Horatio Hale, entitled "Hiawatha and 
the Iroquois Confederacy," in which Mr. Hale (H. U., 1837), 
the philologist and ethnologist of the Wilkes Exploring 
Expedition of 1838, has given an interesting account of the 
origin of the Great Iroquois Confederacy, about the middle 
of the 15th century, and its founder Hiawatha, derived 
from the lips of living representatives and successors of Hia- 
watha and his associates, and from a remarkable volume 
of Indian History and Ceremonial. Citizens of the United 
States, its successors on the American continent, could not, 
he said, but have a peculiar interest in this league of several 
sovereignties, under the general control of a Federal Senate, 
composed of representatives elected by each nation, with a 
National Council, allowing the admission of new States, and 
in which successive members, like an English "Norfolk,'* 
"Derby," or "Bedford," have the titular names of their 
predecessors. 

Hiawatha, an Iroquois Solon, has been transformed by the 

f)oet's wand and the mistakes of early compilers of Indian 
egends into an Ojibway demigod, Son of the West Wind, 

31 
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companion of the tricksy " Pau-puk-kee-wis " and the boast- 
ful " lagoo." As Mr. Hale says, if a Chinese traveller had 
confounded King Alfred with King Arthur, and both with 
Odin, he would not have confused names and characters more 
absurdly or preposterously. 

Without repeating this narrative, the speaker called atten- 
tion particularly to the remarkable volume referred to, des- 
ignated by Mr. Hale as an Indian " Veda," sometimes called 
the '' Book of Rites," or the " Book of the Condoling Coun- 
cil," now over a century — and, in part, more than one hun- 
dred and thirty years — old, containing the fundamental laws 
of the league, — an Iroquois Constitution, as it were, a list of 
the ancient towns and of the chiefs of the first council, with the 
speeches, songs, and other ceremonies which have from the 
earliest period composed the proceedings of the Council when 
a deceased chief is lamented and his successor installed. 
Mr. H. Hale, in reply to some inquiries, writes : — 

" * The Book of Rites/ or at least the most important portion of it, 
is already translated. With some labor I have succeeded in getting 
what I believe to be an accurate version of it, or rather of the Mo- 
hawk portion of it, which is the larger and more important part. 
The book is in two sections, the one in the Mohawk dialect, the other 
in the Onondaga. The latter, which is a sort of supplement to the for- 
mer, illustrating and confirming it, I only obtained at my last visit to 
the New York Onondagas in 1880, when there was not a sufficient 
time to get a literal version throughout, though I obtained a good out- 
line of its very interesting contents. The Mohawk portion is in a 
rather archaic style, with many obsolete words. It was written, I 
think, about one hundred and thirty years ago, but its contents (or 
a portion of them) had evidently been preserved in memory from a 
much earlier time. In the translation there have been more helps 
than you would perhaps suppose. There is a Mohawk Dictionary, 
made two hundred years ago by Bruyas, a Jesuit missionary, and 
printed lately by J. G. Shea, in his Library of American Linguis- 
tics, under the title (given to it by its author) of * Radices Verborum 
Iroquoeorum.' This fortunately contains many of the words which 
are now obsolete. Then there are two excellent works on Iroquois 
Grammar, by a well-informed French missionary now in Montreal, 
the Rev. J. A. Cuoq, a correspondent of mine. There is an Indian 
clergyman of the English Church, a friend of mine, the Rev. Isaac 
Bearfoot (now in charge of a white congregation at Point Edward, 
near the Detroit River), who took the trouble, at my request, to come 
to the ' Six Nations' Reserve,' to meet some of the older Indians 
and aid me in the translation. My principal instructors, owever, have 
been three ' high chiefs,' whose portraits you will see in the accom- 
panying picture : Chief John Smoke Johnson (No. 4), the Speaker of 
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their Council (now eighty-eight years old) ; his son, Chief George John- 
son, Government Interpreter (No. 2), an educated gentleman and my 
special friend; and Chief John Buck (No. 3), keeper of the wampum, 
a very worthy man, though unfortunately still a pagan. With these 
aids I have obtained not merely a translation, but, I think, a correct 
grammatical analysis of nearly every word in the Mohawk portion of 
the book, along with much other very curious and interesting informa- 
tion, historical and ethnological. Chief George Johnson is descended 
(or supposed to be) on one side from Sir William Johnson, and on 
the other side from one of Hiawatha's colleagues, whose name he bears 
in the Great Council." 

This photograph, representing six of the older chiefs ex- 
plaining their wampum records, the speaker presented to the 
Society for the Cabinet. 

The Rev. Dr. E. E. Hale read some extracts from a 
manuscript diary kept by B. I. Holland, of Petersham, 
a soldier in the Revolutionary War.* 

Arthur Lord, Esq., A. B., of Plymouth, was elected a 
Resident Member ; Professor William F. Allen, A. M., of 
Wisconsin, was elected a Corresponding Member ; and Pro- 
fessor John R. Seeley, A. M., of Cambridge, England, was 
elected an Honorary Member. 

Mr. Ellis Ames said that he was reminded by the York- 
town celebration of interviews which he had formerly had 
with the late Mr. Francis Bassett, of this city, who visited 
England before the Crimean war, and was there the guest of 
Lord Braybrooke, whose wife was a granddaughter of Corn- 
wallis. Lord Braybrooke had three sons, two of whom were 
killed in the Crimea, in consequence of which their mother 
died insane. 

Mr. WiNSOB stated that he had received a letter from the 
Bishop of London, acknowledging a gift of his paper on the 
history of the Bradford Manuscript, read at the November 
meeting of this Society. The Bishop wrote that the paper 
would be placed with the original manuscript in the Library 
at Fulham. 

Mr. Dbane exhibited a copy of a book known as *' Church's 
Philip's War," printed in Newport, Rhode Island, in 1772, 
and remarked upon it as follows : — 

This book is a second edition of that first published in Bos- 
ton in 1716, entitled *' Entertaining Passages relating to Phil- 

* Dr. Hale's absence in Europe necessitates the postponement of the print 
ing of this diary. — Eds. 
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ip's War," &c., and was edited, as is believed, by Dr. Stiles, 
for Solomon Soutliwick, of Newport, its printer and publisher. 
It contains two portraits, one inscribed " Philip, King of 
Mount Hope," and the other, *^ Colonel Benjamin Church," 
both from the graver of Paul Revere. The original edi- 
tion had no portraits. That of Philip is a frightful-looking 
picture, and might naturally be taken for a fancy sketch. 
The portrait of Colonel Church might seem to lay some 
claim to authenticity, and persons not familiar with the origi- 
nal edition of 1716 might reasonably infer that both pic- 
tures were taken from that edition. Mr. Samuel G. Drake, 
in 1825, published a new edition of this book, and in a sec- 
ond issue of that publication two years later, he said that 
he had never met with a copy of the original edition of 
Church, but had used the second or Newport edition, then 
become very scarce. In this edition of 1827, he inserted the 
portrait of Colonel Church (newly engraved from that in the 
Newport edition), on which he inscribed, " Facsimile of an 
original likeness of Colonel Benjamin Church." This engrav- 
ing was reissued many times by Mr. Drake, who had every 
reason to believe it to be genuine. 

In a report on the Belknap Papers presented to this Society 
in March, 1858, I had occasion to speak of Dr. Stiles's edi- 
tion of Church's History, and I said that it was " embellished 
with a fanciful and frightful picture of the Indian King 
Philip, . . . and an equally fanciful one of Colonel Church, 
for I think the latter was taken from a picture of Charles 
Churchill, the poet, with the addition of a powder-horn slung 
around his neck." I had heard this suggestion made some 
time before by some one at the College Library, perhaps it 
came from Mr. Sibley,* and I had attempted to verify it. 
But the copies of Churchiirs picture which I was able to con- 
sult were modern copies, and though I could perceive a general 
likeness, the proof was not positive. But I have recently 
found a copy of ChurchilFs portrait published in the '' Court 
Miscellany and Gentleman and Lady's Magazine " for Septem- 
ber, 1768, — four years before the Newport edition of Church's 
History was published, — which was evidently the very one 
which Kevere copied.f This is not only shown, as members 



* Mr. Sibley, who was present at the meeting at which these remarks were 
made, said he thought that Mr. Henry Stevens, of London, had made this sug- 
gestion to him. 

t I am indebted to Mr. George E. Littlefield, Bookseller, 67 Cornhill, Bos- 
ton, for this copy of the portrait of Churchill, which, at my request, he extracted 
from an imperfect copy of the London magazine referred to in his possession. 
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will see, by the likeness of the person, but the vignette which 
surrounds the picture as a frame is exactly copied, and in the 
same size. Revere has slung a powder-horn round the neck 
of the poet in his copy of the picture, and, thus equipped, sent 
it out into the world as the lively effigies of Church, the great 
Indian warrior. The engraved letters beneath the poet's 
picture, "Mr. C. Churchill," are exactly imitated under the 
copy inscribed, " Colonel Benjamin Church." Revere 's work 
is rough compared with that from which he copied, and he has 
made a slight change in some of the features. How far the 
perpetrators of this fraud, which one can hardly contemplate 
without a certain sense of humor, as an excellent joke, were 
influenced, in their selection of this picture, by the similarity 
of the name, we do not know. It surely could not have been 
on account of any supposed similarity of character, for no 
two men could be more unlike in all respects than the sad 
dog Churchill and the Puritan warrior Church.* 

Mr. Drake also issued a re-engraved copy of the picture of 
King Philip in several of his publications ; at first in the 
" Book of the Indians," in 1833, but with a word of caution 
there as to its genuineness. Both these pictures, of Philip 
and Church, have already done good service, and for aught 
I know are still, like John Brown's body, marching on ; 
one with his powder-horn, and the other with his powder- 
horn and gun ; one a puzzle to antiquaries, the other a 
terror to children. Charles Churchill died at the early age of 
thirty-four. He had many escapades during his short career, 
but he never could have dreamed of the fate destined for him 
across the Atlantic, and the paces he was to be put through 
by means of the graver of Paul Revere. f 

The President then said : — 

We may not forget, Gentlemen, that the approaching 22d 
6f this month will be the one hundred and fiftieth anniver- 
sary of Washington's birthday. I recall the celebration of 
the hundredth anniversary of that event in this city and 
throughout the country. An excellent oration was delivered 
at the Old South Church by our former associate, the late 
Hon. Francis C. Gray, and I was proud to form a part in 

* See some remarks of Dr. Dexter on this portrait, in his edition of Church's 
History, Boston, 1865, p. xliii. See also pp. ix, xxxvii, 13, 62, 60. 

t Mr. Deane exhibited the portraits of Church and Churchill to the meeting, 
and heliotypes of them are gi'ven at this place. The reproductions have a 
shaded background, which does not appear in the original pictures. — Eds. 
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the escort of the procession, as a young volunteer officer. 
Mr. Webster, meantime, was presiding at a Congressional 
dinner at Washington, which gave occasion to one of his 
most felicitous and memorable utterances. I had proposed 
to offer a reception to this Society on the recurrence of 
this jubilee day ; but it comes on the day known to the 
Roman Catholic and Protestant Episcopal Churches as Ash 
Wednesday; and Washington, as a good Churchman, would 
have counselled us that his birthday should not be allowed 
to interfere with any religious solemnities. Our new flag, 
however, may well be hung out from the windows, as it will 
be at Bunker Hill and, doubtless, under the auspices of our 
worthy Mayor, on the public buildings of the city. We can 
better afford to omit the commemoration of any other birth- 
day, in the calendar of mere humanity, than that of the 
Father of his Country, and once in fifty years it may well be 
specially observed. 



